(GAIUS) WILLIAM HODGKIN

1890 - 1917

6" Battalion, The Buffs, East Kent Regiment

Surname/Christian name: Hodgkin, William

Rank/Service No: G/8970

Regiment/Unit: 6th Battalion, The Buffs, East Kent Regiment.

Regiment Badge
Date of Death: 15 May, 1917
Age: 28
Type of Casualty: Killed in Action

Theatre of War: The Somme

Born/Year/Location: Born October 1890, Pembury, Kent.

Enlisted/Attestation: 27" November 1915 at Gore Court, Goudhurst, Kent

Son of/Address: Son of Charles Hodgkin and Abigail Mary (Brown) Hodgkin

Buried/Commemorated/Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL, Bay 2, France
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Personal and Family Information:

William was born at Amherst Bank Farm cottages, situated on the road from Pembury to Capel in Kent, and
baptised Gaius William Hodgkin on the 2nd November 1890 at St. Peter's Church Pembury, Kent, the son of
Charles and Mary Hodgkin.

His birth was registered in the Tonbridge Register District in the 4th quarter of 1890 as Gaius William, in
volume 2a, page 637. (see Footnote 2)

He was named after his grandfather, also Gaius William, who was born in Lamberhurst, Kent, a farm
labourer.
William's father Charles, was also a farm labourer, born in Lamberhurst.

PARENTS: Charles and Abigail Mary married at All Saints Parish Church, Brenchley, Kent, on the 1st August,
1886.

(Gaius) William's father, Charles Hodgkin, died in 1911 and in the 1911 census the family were living in
Herstmonceux with Ada Hodgkin, now Ada Egerton, Gaius William's elder sister.

Gaius had dropped his first name and was now known by his second name, William. Abigail Mary, his
mother, had long since stopped using her first name preferring Mary.

Father - Charles Hodgkin, born 1855, Lamberhurst, son of Gaius William Hodgkin of Lamberhurst,

and Martha Duly of Ashburnham, Sussex, one of the 14 children of John Duly and Mary Jenner.

Mother - Abigail Mary Brown, born 1865 and baptised on the 10th December 1865 at St. Stephen's,
Tonbridge. Kent, the eldest daughter of Harry Brown and Ann Barden, Abigail was the second of their five
children.

From Herstmonceux, the Hodgkin family moved to Schoolhouse Farm Cottages in Horsmonden, Kent

Siblings: William’s nearest relatives will be the descendants from his sibling’s marriages (their surnames in
bold type).

His sister Lavinia Annie married Bertram William A. Weeks. Sister, Ada Mary married Henry B Egerton.
Sister, Lily married Alfred James Larkin. Brother, Charles married Kate Lower - Hodgkin.

Sister, May married Edward Henry Osbourne

Prior Occupation: Farm Labourer
Relevant Military Record/Service details:

William signed up for the duration of the war with the Colours and to the Army Reserve A, with the 6th
Battalion, The Buffs, East Kent Regiment, after being passed fit at the Buffs H.Q. in Canterbury, Kent.

After 4 months training, he embarked with his unit and landed in France on the 19th May 1916

Following further training in France, William's unit fought in the Battle of the Somme and engaged in fierce
fighting in the area of Ovillers-la-Boisson in July 1916.

In 1917 William was involved in heavy fighting at Arras in the 1st Battle of The Scarpe, 9th - 14th April
1917, the Battle of Arleux 28th - 29th April 1917. He was killed in action in the 3rd Battle of The Scarpe (9th
April- 16th May 1917) on the 1st May 1917.

William was single when he was killed.
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Like thousands of other soldiers that perished in that bloody conflict, William's remains were never

recovered from the battlefield and he is commemorated at the Arras Memorial in France for servicemen

with no known grave, at Bay 2, Course A, Stone no.6.

Service Records:

The Service Records shown are from Private Hodgkin’s service file, several pages of which were badly fire
damaged and subsequently water damaged during the extinguishing of the fire, when the Army repository

in Wandsworth was hit during a German air raid in 1940.
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Brief summary of Williams active service up to the time he was killed in action
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Personal Effects

Shows Willaim had on him a variety of letters and photos that were sent to his mother — on right, letter of thanks to
the Army for sending Williams personal effects

War Medals, Plaque and Scrolls Documentation

The Buffs Regiment Medal Roll Entitlement Log Book below
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This form W5080 was required to be filled in to claim the Commemorative Plague and Scroll where the
died. The form was signed by Willaim’s Mother and witnessed by Mr Arthur

next of kin on attestment had
Morley (M.A. Cambridge) of R

emingtons, Lamberhurst Road, Horsmonden
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William’s British War and Victory Medals, Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque (Death Penny)
Which were sent to his mother (Abigail) Mary at Horsmonden
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Pension Award

Pension Documentation
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Pension Claim

Pension Card Address

William was named as William ‘Gayious’ Hodgkin on the Pension Claim and Address cards, albeit the wrong

spelling

William had £3-8sh-5d due which was pay due which was added to a War Gratuity of £4-10sh-0d which
was sent to his mother Mary, the sole legatee. Mary was awarded a weekly pension of 7 shillings a week
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United Kingdom War Memorials.

Horsmonden War Memorial

1922 Photo of respective part of WM Present Day
* See footnote 1: HODGSKIN

- Llalslik

#5100

IANAY
AnZen |

Oak Memorial Plaque
Soldier shown right block, row 2, no. 4

St Margaret’s Church Memorial Scroll
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Entry

CWGC CERTIFICATE

In Memory Of

Private

WILLIAM HODGKIN

Senice Number: G/8970

Remembered with Honour
ARRAS MEMORIAL

Bay2.

I

COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES

i

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

‘WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

6th Bn., The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who died on01 May 1917 Age 28

Son of Mrs. Hodgkin, of School House Cottages, Horsmonden, Paddock Wood, Kent.

HODGKIN, Pte. William, G/8970.
The Buffs. 1st May, 1917. Age 28.

Mrs. Hodgkin, of School House Cottages, Hors-

monden, Paddock Wood, Kent.

6th Bn.
Son of

CWGC Grave Registration

o v/ R 5 .

srecrenl /= 2=2G.
s

LRk g

ARRAS MEMORIAL Panel list
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ARRAS MEMORIAL

Cemetery Plan:

LAY-OUT OF THE PANELS (OR BAYS).

Pte. William Hodgkin

Lest We Forget

1890 - 1917

Footnotes and Acknowledgements:
Footnote 1: Wrongly spelled as HODGSKIN on the Horsmonden War Memorial.
The Horsmonden War Memorial has some errors: Pte HODGSKIN should read HODGKIN without the 'S'.

The Initials are also wrong; W.C. should be G.W. or W.G. His registered name was GAIUS WILLIAM
HODGKIN (Civil Registration Birth Index) He enlisted as WILLIAM HODGKIN, dropping the Gaius
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Footnote 2: The Army pension award for his mother names him as William Gayious Hodgkin as it does on a
pension file note (attached) with mother's address, the address was later corrected.
It should be W.G. on the memorial instead of W.C. It should read G.W. Hodgkin

Births Register, Tonbridge Register District, volume 2a, page 637.

There are a number of living descendants: Further research in this respect is ongoing.
William’s nearest relatives will be the descendants from his sibling’s marriages (their surnames in bold).

His sister Lavinia Annie married Bertram William A. Weeks. Sister, Ada Mary married Henry B Egerton.
Sister, Lily married Alfred James Larkin. Brother, Charles married Kate Lower - Hodgkin
Sister, May married Edward Henry Osbourne.

Footnote 3: In 2013, Ray Steward, cousin of Andrew Hodgkin, Gt. Nephews of Pte. Hodgkin, visited the
Arras War Memorial and took this photo of the War Memorial Information Plaque

Research and Compilation:
L Burgess and J Freeman
HORSMONDEN HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP
Pte W Hodgkin_V1-231025 P10




