EDGAR SPRINGETT

1885 -1915

15t Battalion Queens Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)

Surname/Christian name: Springett, Edgar
Rank/No: Private L/6490

Regiment/Unit: 1% Battalion Queens Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)

Date of Death: 18™ April 1915 Age: 30

Type of Casualty: Killed in action

Theatre of War: The 1st Btn. RWK's were mobilised on 15th August 1914 and embarked for Le Havre,

Northern France. Pte Springett’s medal record card states that he entered the theatre of war on the
30th August 1914.

Born/Year/Location: Born 1885 in Horsmonden, Kent.

Enlisted/Attestation: He enlisted in 1914 and was placed in the 1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment,
Private L/6490 (source citation needed)
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Son of/Address: Stephen Springett of Horsmonden and Barbara Ellen Barden of Ticehurst, Sussex.

Husband of/Address: Married Maud Newing 29" October 1910 at St Margaret’s Church, Horsmonden, they
moved in with Edgar’s parents at Cockhouse in Horsmonden, Kent

Siblings: The census of 1911 states that Edgar was one of 12 children born to Stephen and Barbara,
sadly, nine of these children had died before the 1911 census was taken on the 2nd April.
Their three remaining children were Edgar and older brothers Harry and John.

Prior Occupation: After leaving school Edgar worked as a bricklayer’s labourer for his father

Wedding Photo of Edgar and Maud
Edgar’s brothers Harry, John, Maud and Edgar, Edgar’s Grandmother and his parents Stephen and Barbara
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Marriage Certificate of Edgar and Maud
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Edgar’s Wife, Maud July 1927
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Penhall Cottage 1914 where Edgar and Maud lived.
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Postcard sent from Edgar as he sailed to France from Southampton Aug 31 1914
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 Adams,

Mrs Springett
Penhall Cottage
Horsmonden

Dear Ma

Just a few Lines to say aboard Cawdor Castle tonight for France with the best of luck
hoping you and little ones’ alright love Edgar. Aug 31 1914

Kent
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Letter sent from Edgar to his wife Maud 2" April 1915
Just 16 days before he fell on Hill 60
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Transcription of Edgar’s letter

Dear Maud

Just a few lines hoping you and the little ones are in the best of health as it leaves me
the same and to let you know | got the photo and it is very good of you and the little ones.

I was very pleased to see them looking so well and | had to laugh when | saw the baby foot turn up.
I shall be very pleased to get back with them | don’t think at Paddock Wood.

Now dear Maud you know poor G Waghorn what | used to unload the coal for is in Barming Heath
and my mate on the photo is killed.

Now dear | must not put too much in the letter. When you write you don’t fill the address, put 1t
Battalion — C Company or they go all over the place, But | hope the time will soon come to get home
for Beno & Rubbuls, it won’t be much longer now the weather has got a bit warmer.

Now dear they did talk of us coming home for a day or two but the leave has all got stopped so |
shall have to wait till the time comes for good they must be getting a bit fed up by this time.

I must tell you | got a box from Shaney, of tobacco and he said they were all going on alright so must
close with much love from your ever-loving husband E Sxxxxxxxx, give the little ones a big x and |
don’t think Rosy will have to wait many more weeks so cheer up as this time will soon roll by.

Give my love to Mrs Twort and Mrs Collins and all at Horsmonden that asks.

Part of a photograph sent home

Edgar (left) and comrade name unknown but thought to be Edgar’s friend, G Waghorn, referred to in his letter to
Maud.
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Family photo of Edgar

Buried/Commemorated/Memorial: Oosttaverne Wood Cemetery, 8953 Heuvelland, Belgium in Plot 7,
Row L, Grave No. 9

Personal Inscription: The personal inscription document shows Maud's name and address but no
personal inscription has been added to the form

Military Record/Service Details: There are no service records available for Edgar and no entry for him in
the volumes of "Soldiers Died in the Great War", but from his medal index card and other documents

from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, coupled with his Regiments history, a clearer
picture emerges.

Other Relevant Documents:

Medal Roll Index Card
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Pte Edgar Springett’s Medals

Medals Received: 1914 Star, British War & Victory Medals

Pte Springett’s Medals and Dog Tag

British War Medal and 1914-1915 Star Reverse of 1914-1915 Star

Victory Medal and Dog Tag
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Pte Springett’s Dog Tag Memorial Plaque ( Dead Man’s Penny)

Memorial Scroll Certificate

E whom this scroll commemorates
was nmnbmdamongﬂwsewh@
atthe callof King and Country leftall
thatwas dear to them,endured hardness,
faced dangerand finally passed out of
the sight of men by the path of duty
and sdlfsacrifice, giving up theirown
Evsﬁatoﬂiasnﬁgulivemﬁ'«dom.
Let those who comeafier seetoit
thathisnamebenot forgotten.
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Other Military Notes of Interest: During 1914 Edgar’s battalion were engaged at Mons, Cateau, the
battles of the Marne and the Aisne, Bassee and Messines.

Edgar was killed in the action leading up to the capture of Hill 60, a German held strategic high point
South of Ypres.

Documents from the CWG state that Edgar's body was found at Hill 60 and was identified by his I.D.
disc and in his possession was a two-shilling piece and one Franc.
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Maud was awarded a widow's pension of 18 shillings and 6 pence a week for herself and 2 daughters
which commenced from 1st November, expiring when the girls had reached the age of 16.
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Photos taken by Gillian Laing, Edgar’s Great Granddaughter, whilst visiting the Oosttaverne Wood Cemetery in
Ypres, Belgium with her mother in April 2012.

Photos taken of the Menin Gate, Ypres
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Entry

CWGC CERTIFICATE

In Memory Of
Private

E SPRINGETT

Senvice Number: L/6490

1st Bn,, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) who died on 18 April 1915

Remembered with Honour

OOSTTAVERNE WOOD CEMETERY
MILL.9.

1Y
COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES
nin

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH
WARGRAVES COMMISSION
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OOSTTAVERNE WOOD MILITARY CEMETRY
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Lest We Forget

Our thanks to Mrs Barbara Eastwood, Edgars Granddaughter-in-law and Mrs Gillian Laing, Edgar’s

Great Granddaughter for sharing personal photographs a

nd documents with us.

Research and compilation by HORSMONDEN HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP
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