
 HERBERT GEORGE GOODSELL 
1891 – 1917 

50th Battalion Australian Imperial Forces 

 

 

Surname/Christian name: Goodsell, Herbert George 

Rank/No: Private 1915 

Regiment/Unit: 3rd Echelon/50th Battalion Australian Imperial Forces 

 

Date of Death: 28th September 1917. 
 

Age: 24. 
 

Type of Casualty: Killed in action. 

Theatre of War: German Hindenburg Line near Ypres, Belgium. 
 

Born/Year/Location: 1891 at Salehurst, East Sussex. 
 

Enlisted/Attestation: Albany, South Australia - 3/50 A I F on 13th April 1916. 
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Son of/Address: Thomas Goodsell and Annie Elizabeth Kingham of Salehurst, East Sussex. In 1901 the 
family moved to ‘Laurels’, Ruck Hill, Horsmonden where Herbert’s father Thomas was employed as a 
gardener for Percy Manwaring at "Plovers" and also at nearby "Marle Place”. 

 

Husband of/Address: Married Edith Ellen Miller on the 30th September 1915 in Maitland, South Australia, 
and they lived on the Yorke Peninsula, in Pine Point, Muloowurtie. 
They had one child, Lawrence Percy Goodsell, born on 11th Dec 1915, the middle name honouring Herbert’s 
younger brother Percy, who died of his wounds in France some 7 months earlier. 
 
 
Buried/Commemorated/Memorial: Perth Cemetery, "China Wall" Zillebeke, just E.S.E. of Ypres. 
A report, dated 27th Nov. 1917, from the Director of Graves, to Capt. D.R. Crooks, officer in charge of 
Records, Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon. G.H.Q. British Expeditionary Force, stated that Private 1915, H.G. 
Goodsell, had been buried at Perth Cemetery, "China Wall" Zillebeke, just E.S.E. of Ypres. 
 
Also commemorated in Horsmonden, Kent and Robertsbridge East Sussex, England. 
 
Personal Inscription:       THE LORD GAVE AND THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY 
 

…… 
 
 

Relevant Military/Diary of Events: 

 

At the age of 17, Herbert joined the 5th Bn. Royal Sussex Territorials, until emigrating to Australia in 
January of 1912. He set sail for Adelaide, from London, on the Orient Line SS "OTWAY", 5th Jan. 1912. 
(Shown below) 

 

 

 

V1 - 200722     P 2 



 

After training, Private 1915 H.G. Goodsell embarked with his unit on the troopship H.M.A.T. 48 Seang Bee, 
from Adelaide on 13th July 1916 and disembarked at Plymouth, England, on the 9th September. 
 
 
Following a period of training the 3/50th AIF Battalion embarked for Etaples from Folkestone on the 28th 
November 1916, aboard the S.S. Princess Henrietta a cross channel paddle ferry. 
From the port, Herbert's unit marched into the 4th Australian Divisional Base Depot, Etaples. 
 
 
From May 1917, Herbert was plagued by the condition named "Trench Foot" and spent over 2 months in 
field hospitals in France and Belgium before re-joining his unit on the 26th July 1917 and was killed in 
action on 28th Sept. 1917 during a push on the German Hindenburg Line near Ypres, Belgium. 
 

… 

This photograph taken in Adelaide of Herbert Goodsell and his colleagues 
On the day they were enlisted 13th April 1916 

 
Herbert is shown back row second from right. 
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Other Relevant Documents: 

Medals Received: Herbert's wife Edith received his Victory and British War Medals, Plaque and Scroll. 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 

Victory and War Medals received by Herbert’s wife 
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Both Herbert’s ‘Dog Tag’ and Plaque known as ‘The Death Penny were sent to his wife 
 

 

              
                 

       Dog Tag                               Death Penny 
 
 

War Office Correspondence sent to Herbert’s widow 
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SOLDIERS EFFECTS 

Private Goodsell’s effects were sent to his wife. 
The following documents relate to his pension and personal effects 
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Statements of Service and notification of death documents 
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Details of Herbert’s Grave 
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Other Military Notes of Interest: Pte. Herbert Goodsell is honoured in the Institute at Pine Point on the 
Scroll of honour 
 
 

 
Scroll of Honour showing the ten fallen soldiers of Pine Point  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pine Point Institute 
This was erected by the residents of Pine Point 
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Herbert’s Memorial Poster 

 

 

Memorial Scroll Certificate 
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United Kingdom War Memorials 

 
He is also honoured on the Robertsbridge War Memorial and in St. Mary the Virgin Church, Salehurst, East 
Sussex. The War Memorial Plaques at the Horsmonden Social Club, St. Margaret's Church, Horsmonden, and 
the Horsmonden War Memorial, also honour Herbert and his brother Percy. 
 

 
 

Additional personal and family information: 
 

 
Siblings: Herbert had an elder brother and sister, Ernest Charles, born in 1887, and Daisy, born in 1890, 
and two younger brothers, Percy and Frank, born 1893 and 1896 respectively. 
 

 

Prior Occupation: At the time of the 1911 census Herbert followed in his father’s footsteps as domestic 
gardener. 
 
 
Family History: His younger brother Percy was also killed in WW1, in 1915 
The family's address is given as "Laurels", Ruck Hill, Horsmonden. 
Ruck Hill may be a reference to Ruck Lane, where Percy Manwaring built the property named "Plovers" on 
Ruck Lane. (Later sold to the Cornwallis family around 1927).  
Herbert’s Uncle James and family lived at nearby Hale Farm in 1901 working for Messrs Manwaring & 
Smith as a farm bailiff. 
 
 
Herbert's early schooling was in nearby Robertsbridge, until 1901 when the family moved Horsmonden 
after his father, a domestic gardener, was employed by Mr. P. Manwaring. 
Herbert continued his education at the Brenchley Council School. 
By 1911, the Goodsell’s had moved to Frant in Sussex where Herbert and his brother Percy had followed in 
their father's footsteps and all three were working as domestic gardeners at the Woodside Estate. 
 
 
 
At the age of 17, Herbert joined the 5th Bn. Royal Sussex Territorials, until emigrating to Australia in the 
January of 1912. 
 
Pte Goodsell’s younger brother was also killed in WW1 and is commemorated on the War Memorial in 
Horsmonden. 
 
He had two cousins, Cecil Goodsell and Jesse Goodsell who were also killed in WW1. 
 
 

Other Articles of Interest: 
 
 Roger Lawrence Goodsell is the grandson of Private Herbert George Goodsell and is currently living in 
Yankalilla, a town 45 miles from Adelaide, South Australia and is delighted that we are updating his 
Grandfathers War Memorial details. Our thanks to Roger for sending us photographs of documents and 
medals that he proudly owns 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Entry 

 

CWGC CERTIFICATE 

 

 

MILITARY CEMETRY 

Perth Cemetery (China Wall) 
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HEADSTONE/PERSONAL INSCRIPTION 
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CEMETRY PLAN  

Pte Goodsell is buried in Plot 1, Row C, Grave 3 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Roger Goodsell and his Family in Australia for the photographs and other material without 
which this comprehensive account would not have been possible and to Lionel Burgess our Group member for his 
thorough research into the life of Herbert Goodsell. 

 

HORSMONDEN (History) RESEARCH GROUP 
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